31. LETTER TO CAPT. FOWLS

[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 21, 1905

TO

CAPT. FOWLE
P.O.Box 1199
JOHANNESBURG
BEAR GAPT. FOWLE,

I notice that the detectives are still going round in search [of] permit-
less Indians. In their search, they examined 16-year-old boys also. They
are staying in the Colony, especially the one I have written to you about,
on your assurance. They are, Sir, from their appearance, under 16 years
or were certainly of that age when they arrived. The only defect is that
they have not their parents here, but are either orphans and under their
natural guardians, or are being brought up by their relations who take
the position of parents. I hope, therefore, that you will be good enough
to instruct the detectives not to touch these boys while the matter is being
fixed up.

/ remain,

Tours truly,

M. K. GANDHI
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32. MR. BRODRICrS BUDGET
There are features in the Budget statement made by the Secretary
of State for India to the House of Commons on the motion that the House
should go into committee on the East India Revenue accounts. It
is a happy augury that Mr. Brodrick has presented his statement almost
for the first time, within recent times, during the middle of the session
instead of, as usual, at the end, when the Indian Secretary goes through
the farce of addressing empty benches. The departure, too, has been
deliberate. "Discussion," said Mr. Brodrick, "at this earlier period is
more likely to lead to useful criticism and efficient administration". He
hoped, too, that the precedent would be followed, whether in future he
was the holder of the high office or an honourable member from the Op-
position benches. Mr. Brodrick took occasion to show most clearly the
extent of the services rendered to the Empire by much-maligned India,
and both the services he laid so much stress upon are such as to
command attention and appreciation in South Africa.
Of the one hundred  and forty-three  million pounds  of trade  in   1902  and